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Remarks 

Claims 1 - 21 1 are pending in the application. 

Claims 1-130 and 159-211 have been canceled herewith. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC 102 
The examiner rejects claims 131-158 under USC 102(e) as being anticipated by Gupta et 
al US application No. 20010020242. 

Favorable reconsideration of this rejection is respectfully requested since, as will 
be shown below, the above-amended claims are believed to be both novel and inventive 
over the prior art cited by the Examiner. 

The present application deals with roaming mobile telephony devices, and means 
for providing them with content and services whilst roaming, wherein the content services 
are based on a user service profile held at the home network. It is common for users of 
digital services to be lead initially to a portal page that is provided by the cellular network 
to which he is connected. The portal offers him links to news services, weather, games etc. 
The portal page may even be customed for particular preferences of the user, for example 
his favorite news service or the weather for his region. 

When a user is roaming, these portal pages are not necessarily that useful They 
are often in a language that is not understood or provide news that is not relevant, and 
completely fail to provide any customization for the roaming user because the roaming 
network does not know the roaming user. 

The present invention as claimed in the various independent claims therefore 
provides for an interfacing system which identifies particular users as roaming users and 
directs them to a portal specifically for roaming users. The portal is able to identify the 
home network of the user and retrieve a profile of the user from the home network. The 
portal then generates a portal page which is customized for the particular user. First of all 
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it may be in the user's language and secondly it may include certain services from the 
user's home network. He may for example want news from home but local weather. So 
the generated portal page would then contain links to a service providing news from home 
and a service providing local weather. 

In the following the concept of a portal page is understood to mean a page 
principally carrying links and other means to reach sites of interest on a network. A portal 
is a network element capable of providing such pages. 

Claim 131 of the present application defines "A visitor portal for supporting 
data communication from roaming mobile telephony devices, said mobile telephony 
devices being associated with respective home networks and with respective service 
profiles". Namely, a visitor portal enables a host network, to provide visiting mobile 
telephony device users content services based on the service profile. The visitor portal 
comprises a page provider and the provided portal pages appear on the user mobile 
telephony devices. The visitor portal further comprises "an interface configured to direct 
said respective mobile telephony device to said customized visitor portal page, thereby 
to support data communication according to said service profile for said roaming 
mobile telephony device". Thus claim 131 defines both 

1) a visitor portal able to retrieve a profile from a home network and provide a portal page 
in accordance therewith, and 

2) an interface for identifying and directing roaming users requesting services to the portal. 

Amended independent claim 146 defines a system configured to support roaming 
data communication. The system supports home and non-home mobile device users and 
includes a visitor portal for the non-home users," said non-home users havidg respective 
user profiles at their home networks, said system being operable to connect a non- 
home user to said visitor portal, said visitor portal configured to extract said aser 
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profile from a corresponding home network and use said user profile to provide said 
non-home user with a portal page to appear on a screen of a respective mobile device 
therethrough to provide access to services according to said user service profile". The 

claim thus defines the visitor portal able to obtain a profile from the home network and 
generate a portal page in accordance therewith. 

Independent claim 156 defines a support network for supporting roaming of 
cellular communication devices in at least a first cellular network and each of the cellular 
communication devices has a respective home cellular network and at least one service 
network configured to provide data services. The support network comprises interfacing 
links configured to each of the cellular networks and each of the service networks and a 
roaming support unit associated with said interfacing links configured to provide 
home data of roaming devices stored at said respective home network to a respective 
interfacing link of said first cellular network". In other words claim 156 defines a 
roaming support unit which works with interfaces at each of the cellular networks to 
provide profile data to enable the generation of customized portal pages and like services. 

Gupta et al discloses transfer of user profiles from one ISP to another in the case 
where a user connects via a different ISP. There is no generation of a portal page and there 
is no user portal in the sense that a portal page is a page substantially characterized by links 
to other sites or services on a network. Rather the profile is simply used for targeting the 
users with advertising: "User information is increasingly utilized by advertisers and 
others that desire to customize a user's display for user's individual preferences" 
(paragraph 32), wherein client information is processed by Internet Service Provider (ISP) 
to create a user profile. "The profile information may be evaluated by the ISP for 
advertisement insertion and customized display". 
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Regarding claim$ 131, 136, 139-145, Examiner argues that the present 
application is anticipated by Gupta et al because a user profile is used by an ISP for 
advertising purposes or customizing the user display for his individual preferences on the 
internet network. Examiner further argues lhat according to Gupta et al the user may be 
roaming another ISP when he is traveling and in that event the ISP may obtain the profile 
information from the user home ISP to be used for user's roaming, for advertisement 
insertion purposes. 

Firstly it is submitted that the present application, and the claims as now 
amended, deals with mobile telephony networks wherein the home network and the host or 
roaming network are entirely separated networks while Gupta deals with the Internet-a 
single unified network. Roaming on the Internet as disclosed by Gupta et al involves 
straightforward communication between a home ISP and a non home ISP through the same 
network to transmit the user profile for advertisement insertion. Gupta never mentions a 
portal. A portal page is, as discussed, generally understood to be a page generally 
comprising links to other locations on a network. 

Furthermore it will be plain that a portal available at one part of the Internet is equally 
available at another part of the Internet, and each part of the Internet has the same level of 
access to a user's profile. So any portal that there might be, not that one is disclosed or 
even hinted at in Gupta, would simply not raise the issues dealt with in claim 131, namely 

a) having an adaptation to obtain a profile from the home network or 

b) the need to direct a roaming user to the visitor portal. 

In respect of a) two separate networks are required by the feature, and this is not fulfilled 
by two ISPs on the same network. 

In respect of b) an Internet user simply makes his own connection to the portal page, 
otherwise he does not use it. A cellular user who is brought to the portal was trying to 
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reach his home portal but failed because home is a different network. He was not trying to 
reach the visitor portal page. He has to be intercepted and brought to this portal page. No 
such teaching is present in Gupta because it is not relevant in the Internet case. 

Base claim 131 discloses a portal that supports data communication of roaming 
mobile telephony devices being associated with respective home networks and respective 
service profiles and comprising "a visitor portal for supporting data communication 
from roaming mobile telephony devices". As explained above, Gupta et al do not 
mention or imply a home mobile cellular network, or a non-home mobile network as 
separate entities, certainly not a visitor portal and certainly not any interface having 
functionality for directing a visitor to the visitor portal where a specific portal page is 
provided for him based on his profile. 

Therefore, base claim 131 is respectfully believed to be allowed. 

Independent claim 146 discloses a system for supporting roaming data 
communication on a network, the network having non-home mobile device users and 
having a visitor portal for supporting the non-home mobile device users. ITie system 
connects each non-home user with the visitor portal to provide the non-home user with 
content services and "said visitor portal configured to extract said user profile from 
corresponding home network and use said user profile to provide said non-home user 
with a portal page to appear on a screen of a respective mobile device therethrough to 
provide access to services according to said user profile" 

Gupta et al does not mention or hint at a visitor portal, certainly not a visitor portal that 
extracts a user profile from a home network, and certainly not a visitor portal that uses the 
profile in order to generate a personalized portal page for the user. 
Therefore, independent claim 146" is respectfully believed to be allowable. 
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Independent claim 156 as amended defines a support network for supporting 
roaming of cellular communication devices at multiplicity of mobile networks wherein 
each of the cellular communication devices has a respective home network and "there 
being at least ooe service network configured to provide data services, said support 
network comprising interfacing links to each of said cellular networks and a roaming 
support unit associated with said interfacing links configured to provide home data of 
roaming devices stored at said respective home network to a respective interfacing 
link of said first cellular network". 
. Gupta et al does not disclose cellular networks, and furthermore does not disclose a home 
cellular network and a roaming cellular network wherein service data is transferred 
therebetween using a separate service network. The passages cited by the Examiner make 
reference to a case "when client 100 roams into another ISP, the ISP may forward the 
request to the users home ISP for local advertisement insertion, the ISP may obtain 
profile information from user's home ISP" (Fig.4 paragraph 60) yet prior art does not 
mention or imply cellular networks with separate service networks connected through a 
support network to provide content service to each of mobile device users. Neither does 
Gupta teach interfaces at the cellular networks. 

Therefore, independent claim 156 is respectfully believed to be allowable. 

Claims 132-145, 147-155, 157-158 are respectfully believed to be allowable since they are 

dependent on the independent claims. 
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Favorable reconsideration of this rejection respectfully requested. 



All the matters raised by the Examiner are believed to have been dealt with and it is 
respectfully submitted that the application is now in order for acceptance. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Martin D. Moynihan 
Registration No. 40,338 

August 2, 2006 
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